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Our goal is to
fulfill the needs of|
the customer by
providing timely,
quality services

and products.
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Summer’s knockin’ on the door

Get ready to burn, all
you fans of fun in the
sun! Summer officially
begins June 21st, and
we have already danced
with the century mark
on the thermometer.
This is the time of year
that water becomes a
big player in the land-
scape. Pool owners
jump in to cool off, and
pond owners sit in the
shade and let the
sounds and sights of
their waterfalls give
them a feeling of cool-
ness. Rain has been

sparse and if you're not
watering regularly, you
need to start. dJust re-
member to always use
water wisely.

Area lakes are full from
our heavy winter rains,
so why be conservative
with water? One, our
weather is unpredictable
and we could go several
months without rain at
any given time, depleting
our current abundance.
Two, cities will continue
to raise prices to fund
new sources that our in-

creasing population de-
mands. Remember that
we are in negotiations to
buy water from Oklahoma.
What an insult! Texas is
largely a conservative
state. Let’s apply those
conservative principles to
our water practices for a
sustainable future.

Thank you for
your business.

Color for hot weather

By now, most of us have

planted our begonias,
impatiens, and other an-
nual flowers for the sum-
mer. However, if you
have not done this yet or
you are still adding some
new bed areas, there are
still some great hot
weather flowers that can
be set out with fantastic

results. Tropical hibis-
cus are available in
quarts, 1 gallon and lar-
ger. Set in the ground in
full to part sun or use in
large containers around
the pool. You will enjoy
huge blooms all summer.
Gold Star Esperanza is a
large shrub-like tropical
that loves our heat. It
will be covered with tu-
bular yellow blooms until
frost. All lantanas can
still be planted and trail-
ing pink verbena is out-
standing in the heat.
Another superb trailing
plant is Scaevola ‘New
Wonder’. The light lav-
ender blooms look great
cascading down a rock
wall or in a hanging bas-
ket, and there are now

pink and white varieties
too. Try interspersing
them with Melampo-
dium, lanceleaf zinnia,

or Coreopsis
‘Moonbeam’. These are
wonderful mounding

plants with white and
buttery yellow daisy-like
flowers that look nice
with the lavender sca-
vola. Periwinkles have
disease problems if you
plant them before June,
so now it is finally time
to get them in the
ground. Our zinnias
have been a little slow
but will really perk up
now in the heat. There
are lots of choices and
still lots of time to
brighten your summer
days.
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Be on the lookout...

One major pest of St. Augustine
lawns makes it’s appearance in June
and July, and can rapidly damage
large areas of lawn. Chinch bugs are
small 1/4 inch long black bugs with a
white X on their backs. They inhabit
hot sunny areas and suck the juices
from the grass stems. The result is
large circular areas of dry scorched
grass, looking exactly like a lack of
water. If you notice these dry spots
in the lawn but your sprinklers are
working properly, you may need to
treat for chinch bugs.

Gray leaf spot is a fungal disease
that primarily affects St. Augustine
in warm humid weather. The result
is mottled yellow areas that are most
noticeable after fertilizing. The fer-
tilizer will green up unaffected areas
making the infected areas paler in
comparison. Severe cases should be
treated with fungicide.

There is still evidence of Take All
Patch in many St. Augustine and
some Bermuda lawns. We discussed
this last month. After Neil Sperry
addressed it in his newspaper col-

umn and radio program there has been
a run on peat moss, the only effective
product for control. If you think you 11
have signs of this devasting problem,
call us now to find out about peat moss
availability and treatments.

Hello, I am Hernando, the world’s
only 4 legged horned chinch bug.

Pond Tour

The North Texas Water Garden
Society hosts its 19" annual Tour
of Ponds June 12" and 13™. Tour
guides are available at Whiz-Q
Stone company on Loop 820 in Ft.
Worth and other local nurseries or
call us and we can have one for
you here at our offices. If you have-
n"t joined the
craze visit a few ponds on the tour

year. NTWGS is based in Dallas
and the bulk of the ponds tend to
be east of Hwy 360. We could
really use some more in the Tar-
rant, Parker, and Johnson county
areas. You don't
member to sign up and you can

submit your tour application online.
waktersghudeno nmeet

asts and newbies looking for ideas

and you might come away with a
whole new perspective. If you are
one of our many pond owners con-
sider signing up for the tour next

Another Reminder About Locked Gates

We are requiring that all customers who wish to keep their gates locked use combination locks and provide us with the combination. Due to weather and
factors beyond our control we can not guarantee that we will always come on the same day each week. We can no longer make return trips to a property
to service a back yard that was missed because of a locked gate. If you do not wish to use a combination lock please understand that we will try our best
to keep your service on its regularly scheduled day so that you may leave the gates open, but it is not possible for us to call all of our customers with
locked gates at 6 am to let them know when we are running behind or ahead of schedule. For those customers who have supplied us with keys to the
gate, please understand that we have several crews who come to your property and keeping up with one key between them is often more than we can
handle. We have tried our best to work with all our customers regarding locked gates, but from this point forward we can longer send a crew back to a
property if a combination lock is not provided. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation on this issue.

fortheirfrstpond and of
always fun to show off your beauti-
ful landscape.

June Jobs

e Mow weekly and do not bag clippings

To Contact Us:

(817) 461-4000

e Hand water newly planted areas & trees

e  Watch for powdery mildew on roses & crapes Primelandscapeservices.com

e  Watch for chinch bug damage on lawns, espe-

cially from Hernando

e  Mulch beds Aerate lawn







